
 
Celebrate and Educate!  May is Better Speech and Hearing Month 

 
Let’s talk about 

   
 
When Speech Language Pathologists refer to a person’s language abilities, 
there are five different components that are often referenced: “Hi five for 
language!” 

1. Syntax – (similar to ‘grammar’) the actual structure of a person’s 
language.  When assessing a patient’s syntax structure, you look at 
conjunctions, sentence structure and order, regular and irregular verb 
usage, noun-verb agreement, etc. 

2. Morphology – is similar to syntax, as it is associated with grammar as 
well, yet it looks at the actual word parts.  Some common word parts 
include the: plurals –s, and -es, possessive -‘s, present progressive –
ing, and past tense verb ending –ed. 

3. Semantics –refers to vocabulary.  Examples of semantics include: word 
meanings, analogies, antonyms, synonyms, and figurative language. 

4. Phonology – (phonemic awareness) – refers to the sounds in words.  
Sound blending and segmentation, syllable deletion and addition, as 
well as rhyming are all considered phonological skills.  Often, deficits 
in the area of phonology are warning signs of reading difficulties. 

5. Pragmatics – (social language abilities) – refers to one’s social and 
conversational skills.  Signs/symptoms of a pragmatic disorder include: 
limited eye contact, difficulties with topic maintenance and eye 
contact, and the comprehension and expression of appropriate 
question asking/answering.  Pragmatic deficits are prevalent in the 
ASD and PDD populations. 
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